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SUB J : TRADE ASSISTANCE: ETHIOPIA AMALGAMATED PRIVATE 
LTD., ADDIS ABABA 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 11530 AND 11853 

1. FOLLOWING THREE DAYS OF TENSE NEGOTIATIONS AMONG 
PRINCIPALS, LAWYERS AND SHIPBROKERS, ATO GEBREYES 

BEGNA APPEARS TO HAVE SUCCESSFULLY ARRANGED FOR SHIPMENT 
OF 13,000 TONS OF FERTILIZER ON S.S. ACROPOLIS. 

SHIP SCHEDULED TO BE AT TAMPA OCTOBER 29 THROUGH 
NOVEMBER 5. 

2. ACCORDING TO ED ARNIM, ALLIED CHEMICAL MARKETING 
MANAGER, BEGNA HAD "LOST" THREE SHIPS THROUGH PRICE 
BARGAINING. MEANWHILE PRICE SOARED FROM DOLS 26 TO DOLS 42 
PER TON. ACTUAL PRICE NEGOTIATED BY BEGNA WAS DOLS 50. 
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3. ALLIED INFORMED COMMERCE THAT IT WASNOT THE 
SELLER BUT WOULD NOT GIVE NAME OF ACTUAL SUPPLIER. 
SUPPLIER REQUIRED THAT BEGNA FURNISH EVIDENCE THAT SHIP 
WOULD BE LOADED BEFORE END OF OCTOBER. SUPPLIER 
REQUIRES TWO WEEKS LEAD TIME FOR SUBCONTRACTING FOR 
HOPPERS TO TRANSPORT FERTILIZER TO PORT. 

4. ATO BEGNA TOLD COMMERCE THAT EACH TIME HE DIVULGED 
THE NAME OF A SHIP. ALLIED CLAIMED SHIP DID NOT 

QUALIFY FROM STANDPOINT OF LOADING DATES OR DESTINATION. 
UNDER ADVICE OF HIS LAWYER, BEGNA HAS MAINTAINED THAT 
SUPPLIER DOES NOT HAVE LEGAL RIGHT TO WITHHOLD FERTILIZER 
PENDING SHIP AVAILABILITY. 

5. ALLIED TOLD COMMERCE THERE IS QUESTION ABOUT FERTLIZER 
AVAILABILITY IN NOVEMBER. COMMERCE IS KEEPING IN CLOSE 
CONTACT WITH ALLIED AND EMPHASIZING THE SERIOUS CON- 
SEQUENCES INVOLVED IF FERTILIZER DOES NOT REACH 
ETHIOPIA BEFORE JANUARY. 

6. POST WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 

KISSINGER 
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